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else shall I go? I cry night and day, Return, return, 0 father! and resolve to lie at his foot; and that, if he slay me, yet I will trust in him: and blessed be the God of my hope, he does send comfort and peace, though sometimes it is very loDg.
La. Well, William, and this is a disconsolate condition ? Would you change your condition with me that am the rich glutton ?
Will 0 do not say so of yourself, and't please you; God has touched your worship's heart, I perceive, with an earnest desire after him ; you have a gracious promise, that would greatly encourage you, if you would but take it to yourself.
La. Encourage me, William! that's impossible: what can encourage me ? What promise is it you talk of, that looks towards me ?
Will. Why, and't please you, I heard you say you would change your condition with such a poor wretch as I; you would labour at the hedge and the ditch, to have the knowledge of God and religion, and to be able to be thankful to him, and have a confidence in him : this implies that you have a longing earnest desire after him, and after the knowledge of his truth.
La. Indeed, that is true, William.
Will. Then there are many comforting Scriptures, which speak directly to you, sir, viz., Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled: The longing soul shall be satisfied: He ivill satisfy the desires of all those that fear him ; and the like.
La. But what must I do ? Which is the way an ignorant wretch must take ?
Will. Sir, and't please you, the way is plain : we must pray to him; prayer is the first duty, and prayer is the greatest privilege we can enjoy in the world.